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them too suddenly after their long spell of precarious
but carefree life. Now life is only precarious. Goering
has forbidden the Austrians to be carefree.
He cannot forbid them to grumble. And what, in the
Reich, is a major crime against the State must be con-
ceded to the Austrians even in wartime.
"The Austrians grumble, of course," writes a Nazi
reporter in the "Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung", with
resignation. They grumble plenty,
It is the small things that annoy the Austrian people
most. With bitter irony they reflect on the times before
their "salvation by Hitler". Times when they could drink
coffee in their traditional old cafes, as Viennese have
done for hundreds of years.
"The Viennese can still have their water. No English-
man can take it from them ..." writes the Nazi
reporter, referring to an old Viennese custom to make
an indifferent joke. Coffee in a Vienna cafe is served
always with two glasses of water.
Viennese swallowed hard when they read this story.
Prussian humour does not appeal to them. "Do they
mean to make fun of us?" they asked. Even Austrian
Nazis resented the joke. " What have we to do with this
war against Britain?" was their general feeling.
Vienna papers at first used restraint in their anti-
British campaigns. They knew they could not so easily
dupe the Austrians, Nazis or non-Nazis. This was even
more evident after the leaflet raid which British bombers
performed over Vienna in January, 1940.
People in the streets of Vienna looked up at the sky
and soon recognised the British bombers. They were
not afraid of them. No Viennese expects Britain to bomb
his city. Men and women eagerly read the leaflets which
were dropped. They were printed in such big type that